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‘Norse’ Slow Pitch Jigs 
Named after the Norse gods we have designed these superb Slow pitched jigs in conjunction with 
Matt Forester from Silver Halo Charters, in our opinion the U.K’s leading Slow pitch Jigging expert.

‘Norse’ slow pitched jigs feature:

 Top quality black twin assist hooks with kevlar strings
 Black tube protectors 
 Super durable coating
 Size 150gm / 160 gm jigs  - 3/0 double assist hooks
 Size 200gm  - 4/0 double assist hooks
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Welcome to the last issue of 2021 and what an amazing 
year it’s been in all sorts of ways. The CHART tagging 
programme has now come to an end and at going 

to press 700 Atlantic bluefin tuna have been tagged by the 15 
boats. Nearly 1000 anglers have been on board those boats 
generating revenue, out of season, for the charter fleet. Another 
bonus is that mortality has been very low, much lower than ex-
pected. There is more on this on page 8 and 9 and we are now 
moving into the post CHART consultation process which will 
frame the fishery regulations for the 2022 programme whatever 
developments there are we’ll keep you informed. 

The Angling Trust
It’s been a very busy year for the Angling Trust, particularly after 
passing of the Fisheries Act early in 2021. There are some barri-
ers to accessing the funding which is supposed to be available 
to recreational anglers but the Trust is working hard behind the 
scenes to resolve these issues. We review this and all the other 
sea angling campaigns the Angling Trust has been working at 
on pages 10 and 11.  

Festivals
There is a new boat angling festival and exhibition being 
launched in 2022 and this along with last years launch of the 
Sea Angling Classic means that 2022 looks set to be a great year 
for angling festivals. In this issue we have a preview at all the 
major boat angling competitions and festivals happening next 
year.  

Bait digging
There is a potentially explosive issue bring relating to bait 
digging brewing. Natural England have decided to advise IFCA’s 
to stop, or at least license, extraction of some bait species. These 
include crabs, lugworm and ragworm. We are in the initial stag-
es of this after various bait digging consultations in some IFCA 

regions were carried out but it could effect every angler 
increasing the cost and reducing the potential supply of 
the bait we all use. Watch this space.

In this issue
Elsewhere in the issue we have a tale of a lone angler and 
a porbeagle, some advice on catching big bass, we look 
at wrasse fishing using soft plastics, how to get the best 
out of drift fishing, we visit Brixham and start a new series 
on estuary fishing and we review an exciting new angling 
boat, the Smart Fish 25. We’ve got all the usual features on 
Charter Boats, Your Catches and Tackle Talk.

Special Subscription offer
We have a new special offer for new subscribers where we 
are offering £40 of free Cox and Rawle tackle; hooks, swivels, 
and rigs – a fantastic offer meaning you get your first year’s 
subscription back in tackle. Don’t forget as well as buying a 
copy or getting a subscription you can also access the mag-
azine digitally on our website www.saltwaterboatangling.
co.uk. 

Finally, I’d like to wish all our readers a very happy Christmas 
and New Year. Let’s hope the weather is kind and the fishing 
continues to improve.

Tight lines!
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WELCOME TO THE DECEMBER ISSUE

Tim Macpherson
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6. This Month 
A round up of the latest news 
and events from the boat an-
gling world.
8. Analysis
What next for bluefin tuna in the 
UK. We look at the future of the 
fishery now the CHART pro-
gramme has ended.
10. Angling Trust Review of 
2021.
A run down of all the marine 
related campaigns the Angling 
Trust has undertaken.
10. Your Catches
Some of the best fish from the 
last month.
14. Catching big bass
A focus on targeting big bass.
18. Charter Boat Reports
A round up of the latest charter 
news from around the coast.
24. 2022 Festival Preview 
With new competitions and 
events on the way in 2022 we 
have a look at the most high pro-
file events in the pipeline.
28. Brixham
We visit one of Devon’s best an-
gling ports.
30. A tale of porbeagles
Isle of Wight Shark angler Alan 
Deeming recounts a recent  solo 
encounter with a big shark.
32. On the Drift
 Tim Macpherson explains a few 
of the basics for mastering this 
common boat fishing technique. 
36. Wrasse on Soft Plastic 
Ballan wrasse are often one of 

the first fish we catch, they’re 
reliable and very often extremely 
hard fighting especially on lures 
and artificials.
40. Cornish Estuaries
First of a new series about estu-
ary fishing – we go up the Camel 
Estuary and down the Helford 
River.
46. Bait focus: Mackerel  
This months bait focus is the 
trusty mackerel.
48. Boat Review Tim Macpher-
son reviews the SMART FISH 25, a 
spectacular new angling boat. 
52. Anchors
A guide to different types of an-
chor and what they’re for.
54. Lifejackets
Vital lifesaving equipment for all 
boat anglers.
56. Tackle Talk Bait spoons.
58. Tackle Talk – Cox and 
Rawle
We review our new subscription 
promotion from Cox & Rawle.
60. Tackle Talk 
Our monthly selection of gadets 
and accessories. 
62. Charter Boat Directory
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Subscribe NOW and 
qualify for £40 of FREE 

Cox & Rawle gear 
Includes access to digital content and special offers 

Go to www.saltwaterboatangling.co.uk for more

Digital
Save on paper costs and 
help the environment by 
using the digital optiosn. All 
subscribers get a dynamic 
digital option as an e-zine  
either on the or you can 
subscribe to the digital issues 
on PocketMags available for 
Android, iOs or Windows de-
vicews.  Pay as little as £2.33 
per issue to gave access to 
all our issues on one device. 
www.pocketmags.com/salt-
water-boat-angling-maga-
zine

Subscribe to our You Tube Channel, 
www.youtube.com/c/sussexan-
gling/, to see our latest video con-
tent including tips, tactics, news and 
much else.

Saltwater Boat Angling
Publisher/Managing Editor:
Tim Macpherson, publisher@saltwaterpublishing.co.uk   07721361367
Contributors: Wayne Comben, Simon Everett, John Sherlock, Jeff Smith, Sam Wad-
man, Des Westmore, Jim Whippy.
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Hastings, TN33 9LU    01424 892287
www.saltwaterboatangling.co.uk
Published by Saltwater Angling Media Ltd in association with Media Shed Ltd
Printed by: Printed by: S&G, Goat Mill Road, Dowlais, Methyr Tydfil, CF48 3TD
Distributed by: Seymour Distribution, 2 East Poultry Avenue, London, EC1A 9PT 

The entire content of this publication is protected by copyright, full details of which are available from the publisher. All 
rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the permission of Saltwater Angling Media Ltd. 
Any opinions expressed in the articles are those of the author and are not necessarily shared by the editors or Saltwater 
Angling Media Ltd. The editors and Saltwater Angling Media Ltd, reserve the right to withdraw editorial or advertise-
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This Month Latest angling news from 
around the UK and beyond
www.saltwaterboatangling.co.uk

The GPSMAP 79s the latest handheld mapping device from 
Garmin and it provides anglers, boaters and kayakers with 
crucial safety functionality, plus basic mapping and waypoint 
tracking.  Furthermore, the GPSMAP 79s can be used as a 
back-up for their main navigation system.  Those looking to 
upgrade from a legacy GPS 78 series handheld will immedi-
ately find the following improvements. 

It has a 26% larger screen with 25x the resolution of the GPS 
78 series and a sunlight-visible colour display. A new bonded, 
scratch resistant display, providing improved contrast and 
eliminating fogging plus reliable single band GNSS sup-
porting multiple constellations, including GPS, GLONASS, 
Beidou, Galileo, QZSS and SBAS, allowing the user to access 
data around the world.  It hass support for BlueChart g3 with 
built-in WW basemap. The ability to track over 10,000 way-
points, 250 routes and 300 saved fitness activities

Priced at £299.00,  
For more go to www.garmin.com

Garmin announces new GPSMAP 79s hand held 
mapping device 

Raymarine Introduces Cyclone™ Solid-State 
CHIRP Pulse Compression Radars
Raymarine has launched,Cyclone, a new range of open array radars, conceived 
and crafted to give mariners the confidence to tackle the harshest condi-
tions, gain distinct advantages in the hunt for fish, and safely navigate busy 
waterways. Cyclone radars are available in 3-, 4- and 6-foot arrays and in two 
high-power output options for each size. 

Each model features innovative detection technologies, including Cyclone Bird 
Mode, that elevates Cyclone into a class all its own. 
Retail prices range from £6,495 to £8,995 and are backed by a 3-year warranty.

Raymarine have also launched Lighthouse HVAR V3.16, the latest software 
release for its Axiom Lighthouse 3 systems. Its new features include support for 
Ccloine Open Array Radar, split  screen display of hardware based apps, Mercury 
nmeaine engine display improvements and sector blanking on quantum radars. 
More from Raymarine.com

Amazing prize table avail-
able for Cardiff Bay Cod 
Comp 
The popular competition has a total 
amount of prizes valued at £4.500 with 
a first prize of £1000 plus a rod or reel 
second prize £300 plus a rod or reel 
third prize £200 plus a rod or reel with 
other prizes.

The event is usually held in Decem-
ber attracts 500, or so, anglers and is 
probably the biggest cod competition 
in South Wales.

For more information go to the Cardiff 
Bay Yacht Club website www.cbyc.
co.uk/angling-section
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Last month I reported on my own 
experiences fishing on the CHART 
tagging boats and suggested what 
might be next for the fishery in the 
UK. Following the end of the 2021 
programme the follow on consultation 
period will begin and there is much 
work to do in securing a fully function-
ing recreational live catch and release 
fishery. 

Suddenly every man and his dog is 
getting very excited about the pros-
pects of this put we need to put the 
brakes on as much work needs to be 
done to get to the point of a Recrea-
tional live release fishery that can meet 
all the requirements that the various 
authorities will insist upon. 

So, what would a full recreational 
live release fishery actually look like 
…..

There are a number of models in other 
countries to look at – already nine EU 
countries are running recreational fish-
eries plus there are others around the 
world. A “Recreational Fishery” must 
be authorised by the Quota Holding 
ICCAT Member State to operate and 
has certain reporting obligations to 
ICCAT. This must be identified in an 

annual fishing plan. Each quota holding 
member, (CPC), can regulate fishing 
by issuing authorisations to vessels. 
In practice this has meant a license of 
some sort being issued.

Following on from this each country is 
obliged to provide to ICCAT information 
about weights of each bluefin caught 
and records of any mortalities which are 
then counted against the CPC’s quota. 
The UK would need to set aside some 
of its 48.4Tonnes of Quota to account 

What would a recreational 
bluefin fishery look like? 

for possible mortality in a recreational 
fishery. Bluefin Tuna UK estimate that 
20 tonnes of that annual allowance 
would be more than enough to fa-
cilitate a large scale recreational live 
release bluefin fishery across all of the 
UK. The low levels of mortality in the 
2021 CHART programme support these 
estimates.

The nature, and scale, of existing rec-
reational fisheries varies significantly 
and many run alongside commercial 
fisheries. One example, Canada, sees 
around 10% of the 500 tonne quota 
allocated to the recreational fishery. In 
the US 25% of the quota is allocated to 
the recreational fishery – although how 
this works is complicated by a complex 
system of geographical allocations and 
other criteria.  

Denmark and Norway both operate a 
‘twin track’ approach with a combina-
tion of a science fishery and a recrea-
tional fishery. They vary a bit between 
the two countries but the principle is 
similar. It’s effectively a catch and re-
lease tagging fishery and a recreational 

ANALYSIS

Tim Macpherson follows up his article from last Tim Macpherson follows up his article from last 
month by looking at the hurdles we need to over-month by looking at the hurdles we need to over-
come to be able to open full recreational fishery.come to be able to open full recreational fishery.

“A Recreational Fishery must be authorised by the ICCAT Member 
State to operate and has certain reporting obligations to ICCAT.”
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fishery that allows some retained fish 
alongside catch and release.

How we would fashion a UK recrea-
tional fishery is still under discussion, 
with the Angling Trust leading the way 
in working with the Bluefin Tuna UK 
campaign, charter skippers and others 
to fashion a model which could be the 
basis of a proposal for future years. 

Discussions are getting underway now 
about the possibility and nature of any 
CHART program that might operate in 
English waters in 2022. (Separate dis-
cussions will be taking place in Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland between 
stakeholders and their own fisheries 
authorities). That discussion should 
include the scale of any future pro-
grammes, the extent of monitoring and 
reporting obligations, as well as if/how 
DEFRA et al will agree to include private 
recreational boat owners in any such 
program. Until they address this issue 
the growth of unauthorised recreational 
fishing for bluefin will continue

However, there is an argument to push 
for a larger number of CHART boats, 
and to then license a small number of 
recreational boats alongside the CHART 
programme but subject to the same 
stringent training and reporting to 
which the CHART boats are subjected 
to. Following this there is the question 
of “privateers” (private recreational 
boats) and how those are adequately 
controlled.

The Vision
There are a number of ideas circulat-
ing about how the fishery might look, 
it’s probably a bit early to go into any 

A few numbers from the pro-
gramme as it stands. 

•	 15 Charter boats have 

been engaged in the 

CHART programme

•	 More than 700 fish caught 

tagged and released

•	 Over 1000 anglers have 

been out fishing for bluefin 

tuna

•	 400 Bluefin trips have tak-

en place between August 

15th and Nov ember 15th 

•	 Average spend of anglers 

is estimated at £1000 per 

trip including charter boat 

fees

•	 That’s an potential eco-

nomic boost of nearly 

£750K out of the normal 

holiday season. 

•	 300 hours of fishing effeort 

per week.

www.bluefintuna.co.uk

Go to our youtube channel for 

more : SussexAngling

details, especially as the post CHART 
consultation hasn’t started. The views 
of the skippers involved will be crucial 
and since the fifteen involved are a 
kind of elite having learned the hard 
way through sweat, trial and error and 
their view should be  central to how 
we go forward. The Angling Trust and 
the Bluefin Tuna UK campaign will help 
with this process once the consultation 
is under way. 

Summary
In summary the question is: 
Why should we have a recreational 
fishery at all? 
It is a fundamental principle that rec-
reational anglers should be permitted 
to fish for a species unless there are 
compelling reasons to prohibit that. 
In the case of bluefin tuna, in the UK, I 
don’t believe there is. So far, the CHART 
programme has demonstrated clearly 
that:

Bluefin are here in numbers, 

A recreational live release fishery is 
viable.

Skippers and anglers are capable of
good CPUE rates and welfare out-
comes.

The fishery is an optimal, sustainable
use of a natural capital asset. There
IS demand for such a fishery from
anglers.

Based on what I’ve seen I believe
we can create the most prestigious
game fishery for bluefin tuna in the
world. So, let’s get on and do it!
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ANALYSIS

THE ANGLING TRUST - 2021 in Review

After 2020 was dominated by the Covid 
pandemic and the ongoing passage of 
the Fisheries bill through parliament 
2021 has proved to be a much more 
varied year with the Angling Trust cam-
paigning on a number of fronts. 

Bluefin Tuna
One of the most prominent (and one 
we have covered extensively in this 
magazine) is the campaign to persuade 
DEFRA to run a CHART tagging pro-
gramme for bluefin tuna. The campaign 
is ongoing and the next stage of this 
starts now….see page 8.

Fisheries Bill
Moving on from that the Fisheries Bill 
was passed into law and apparently 
enshrined recreational sea angling’s 
position as a stakeholder on the future 
management of our marine environ-

ment. There is much work to do here 
and we still feel that DEFRA is deferring 
far too much to commercial interests 
but considering where we were a cou-
ple of years ago we can be pleased we 
are at least in the room. Following on 
from this is the opportunity presented 
by funding for sea angling being avail-
able through what’s the FASS funding 
scheme. 

So far this has proved to be quite diffi-
cult to access effectively – partly due to 
the inflexibility of the Marine Manage-
ment Organisation but despite this 
there is no doubt we are making serious 
progress and in 2022 this will become 
more evident. 

Shark Hub 
Anglers and scientists, together as 
equals, for sharks. Through combining 
the knowledge and skills of recreational 
shark anglers and marine researchers 
the Angling Trust is now working as a 
team to achieve a number of shared 
objectives and to improve both the 
protection and management of UK 
shark species.

It advocates the importance of knowl-
edge and data gathered by the recre-
ational angling community, provide 
anglers with the best resources and 
information on shark biology, ecol-
ogy and conservation, advise on the 
ongoing review of shark angling and 

handling best practice and engage with 
and make the sport and shark science 
more accessible to, a diverse range of 
people to improve participation, includ-
ing those from vulnerable communities 
and disadvantaged socio-economic 
groups.

Creating this hub allows us to better un-
derstand the distribution, abundance, 
ecology and movement patterns of UK 
shark species. This will lead to provid-
ing evidence to relevant management 
bodies to reduce the overexploitation 
of sharks and we will b able to generate 
public education and awareness of UK 
sharks and the value of recreational 
shark anglers to shark conservation. 

It is a very exciting initiative and more 
can be found here https://anglingtrust.
net/sea/shark-hub-uk/

Relationships with IFCA’s
The Angling Trust has been working 
hard on its ongoing relationship with 
the 10 IFCA’s around the country. Firstly 
by helping in the recruitment of anglers 
onto IFCA committees (with varying de-
grees of success), by setting up angling 
liaison groups connecting anglers with 
IFCA officials, and by holding regular 
high level meetings between Angling 
Trust officials and the Association of 
IFCA’s. 

Anglers Forums
One of the biggest successes in the 
ongoing relationships with IFCA’s has 
been the Angling Trust regional (virtual) 
forums which have been running all 
year and involves IFCA Officers taking 
questions from anglers and also other 
subjects, such a sharks, tuna and var-
ious bylaws in process. These Forums 
will continue to run in 2022 and act 
as great ways of communicating to 
anglers what is happening in angling 
politics and campaigning. 

Highly Protected Marine Areas
The ongoing consultation process in-
volving Highly Protected Marine Areas 
is reaching a crucial phase with DERFA 
due to announce some 5 pilot areas. 
These are likely to involve no take zones 
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and could prove to be very explosive 
– particularly if they are inshore and 
affect places where recreational angling 
is a big part of the local activities. The 
Angling Trust is leading the way in 
holding DEFRA to account while the 
consultation process is ongoing but it 
has proved to be a difficult balancing 
act between the desire for conservation 
and the need for restrictions in these 
areas. This is ongoing and will develop 
further in 2022

Participation
The Angling Trust held a number of 
angling participation events in 2021. 
Northney Marina was the venue for the 
first of these in July where two events 
were held alongside the Sea Angling 
Classic - a new sea angling compe-
tition launched in the summer. The 
Sussex Marine region also ran two of its 
long-established Family Fishing Days at 
Shoreham Port in Sussex. These events 
attracted hundreds of people young 
and old to learn about how to get into 
angling and will continue in 2022. 

Mullet Masterclasses
The Angling Trust teamed up with the 
National Mullet Club at Northney Mari-
na alongside the Sea Angling Classic to 
hold another of their highly successful 
and very popular Mullet Masterclasses. 
Members of the Mullet Club carried 
out tutorial sessions on how to target 
and catch the “grey ghost’, as it is often 
known.  
Dover Admiralty  Pier
One very successful (so far) campaign 
was the one to reverse a decision made 

by the Dover Harbour Board to ban an-
gling on the Admiralty Pier.  Angling re-
turned October as part of a pilot project 
agreed between the Dover Sea Angling 
Association (DSAA), the Angling Trust 
and Dover Harbour Board. 

After a meeting in September, a num-
ber of the issues and concerns raised by 
the Dover Harbour Board were suc-
cessfully resolved. While extra security 
measures will be introduced to meet 
the legitimate concerns of the Harbour 
Board, a pilot involving up to 70 anglers 
has been set up. Should this prove to be 
a success, then the details of how the 
pier can be reopened for angling will 
then be agreed between the DSAA and 
the Dover Harbour Board.

The Marine Advisory Group 
The Angling Trust has had a long- 
standing group of volunteers advising 
it on a variety of sea angling issues 
from the local to the supra national. 

This group has now been formalised 
into a new body, the Marine Advisory 
Group which will continue and en-
hance this vital function. It’s very im-
portant to the Trust that they listen to 
grassroots anglers and their concerns 
and empowers them to take relevant 
action or start campaigns where ap-
propriate. One of the functions of this 
committee will be to set up sub groups 
containing volunteers with the rele-
vant experience and interest to action 
these campaigns. The group is open to 
anyone who has the expertise, expe-
rience and the time to get involved in 
all the issues which are relevant to sea 
anglers. 

More on this committee and other 
Angling trust sea angling campaigns 
and activity can be found here https://
anglingtrust.net/sea/sea-campaigns/. 

There are many more challenges 
facing sea anglers in 2022 including 
issues over bait digging as well as 
ongoing issues so it promises to be a 
very busy year for the Angling Trust 
Marine division. If you want to get 
involved then please email stuart.
singleton-white@anglingtrust.net 
for more information.
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8

7 1.Simon Clark from Shoreham with a 
smoothound caught on black lug!
2. Mark Fairhurst with a cracking con-
ger eel from his own Eastbourne based 
boat.
3. Vernon Allen with a 11lb bullhuss 
caught on Teddie Boy frm Minehead.
4. A super blonde ray caught on Anchor-
man Charters - a boat based at Penarth 
Docks in South Wales.
5. 8lb 4oz bass for Arthur Mahoney on 
kelley’s Hero III.
6. A fine pollack caught on Size Matters, 
Kevin Mckie’s boat based in Pwhelli.
7. Martyn Kemp from East Hasting SAC  
bagged this cracking cod on a slow jig.
8. Tony Petras caught this magnificent 
14lb pollack on Alan Beddows Warrior 
175, Walrus fishing on wrecks off Little-
hampton. The fish fought all the way to 
the boat in 220’ of water.
9. A welcome cod caught on BF1 skip-
pered by Robin Howard from Brighton. 
10 Alex Bliss caught his first Undulate 
ray on Kelley’s Hero 3 from Langstone.

13

Your Catches

9

 10

If you want to show off your latest mem-
orable catch then email a picture to 
editor@saltwaterboatangling.co.uk
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WATCHING THE  SPREADS
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Sussex: Eastbourne
Still lots of summer fish coming to the 
boats. Bass are being caught in num-
bers, pollack are on the inshore wrecks 
and bullhuss, gurnards and even wrasse 
are coming off the reefs. One thing we 
still aren’t catching is big plaice of 3lb 
or more. we used to get these regularly 
but not any more  -  there are however 
plenty of small ones but no monsters.

In 2023 The European Federation of 
Boat Anglers have chosen Manx Belle 
to host English Boat Championship and 
The Fire Service have also decided to 
have their national comp, beach and 
boat, in September 2022
John Little: 
07932 746812

Manx Belle: John Little

Sussex: Littlehampton
Spirit of Arun: Martin Donald

Spirit of Arun have been runnning a 
year long bass competition and as 
you can imagine the leaderboard has 
been changing regularly. a recent trip 
brought some real crackers plus there 
were a couple of pollack in the mix too. 
So far  Louis Saunders is in the lead 
with 11lb 2oz  and 2nd is Luke Tickle 
with one of 11lb… 
Check out www.spritofarun.com or 
their Facbook page.
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Sea Breeze 3
Sussex: Brighton
Still lots of excellent pollack and bass 
coming to the boats during October. 
we’re now looking out for some decent 
cod as we head into winter.

Contact: 01273 585372 Mobile: 
07850 707572 www.seabreeze3.
co.uk charter@seabreeze3.co.uk

Hamsphire: Langstone
Kelleys Hero III:  

Plentry of cod seem to be coming up 
in the solent at the moment. 

Here is one (pictured right) which as 
caught on first drop.
Contact: Ian Dale
iandale@kelleys-hero.com
www.kelleys-hero.com/
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Devon: Dartmouth
We experienced a very good day’s fish-
ing in the Channel on Outlaw recently. 
All our Anglers caught well, with a 
notable fish from Ross Andrews with a 
19lb+ pollack
Harry White had 16lb pollack and Alan 
Edwards (Ashprington) enjoyed his bass 
fishing with a couple of nice fish for his 
efforts.
07891 498023
owen@outlawcharters.co.uk
www. outlawcharters.co.uk

We had an epic day on the bass recent-
ly! A great quality of fish with Darren 
having the biggest tipping the scales 
to 12lb.10oz a new personal bext for 
him and a new boat record for Ocean 
Runner. 

Another angler also had a stonking bass 
at just over 11lb which was another 
personal best and a bonus thornback. 

We finished off with some squid fishing 
which was also very productive. Great 
day with fantastic weather.

07732 302651
oceanrunnercharters@hotmail.com

http://oceanrunnerfishing.co.uk/

Outlaw Charters

Dorset: Poole
Ocean Runner: Ryan Jones
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Dorset: Weymouth

Devon: Brixham 
Spot on Charters : Ross Parham
As well as targeting bluefin tuna Ross also managed to get his clients on some 
other Devonian monsters. One was a stonking 28lb 2oz blonde ray caught by  a 
regular Tom (top right).  Not bad considering that he caught it while plaice fishing 
and on plaice tackle.  On that day 13 different Species caught including: plaice, 
blonde ray, small eyed ray, dab, red gurnard, grey gurnard, tub gurnard, mackerel, 
scad, dogfish, bass, whiting, pouting.

2022 bookings open for all fishing, dolphin watching and bay cruise trips.
www.spot-on-charters.co.uk/
spotoncharters@hotmail.co.uk
Call on 07878668662

Flamer IV:  Colin Penny
John Tucker age 63 from Plymouth landed his Personal Best blonde ray 
weighing 24Ib (pictured right) while drifting a bank aboard Flamer IV. John 
was using 15Ib class tackle with a two hook flowing trace with Sakuma 
Stinger size 4/0 hooks baited with mackerel strips. Tha ray was returned 
alive. 
Phil Harrison landed a 14Ib 2oz pollack (below) while drifting an offshore 
wreck aboard Flamer IV. Phil was using 15Ib class tackle with a flying collar 
rig and a white Red Gill lure. 
Mobile 07968972736
colinpennyfu2@gmail.com 
www.flamer4fishing.co.uk
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Somerset: Minehead
The fishing in the Bristol  Channel has remained superb through the early 
autumn months with all the  summer species still being caught although 
the smoothhound are not around in such big numbers. Squid is now the 
go to bait if they are your target. The ray fishing continues to be excellent 
with the blondes reaching the high teens in weight and thornbacks and 
smalleyed’s going into double figures. When the weather has allowed 
the boats have travelled west into the clear waters and have found bass, 
black bream and trigger fish. Bass have also appeared regularly in catches 
further up the Channel. With winter approaching cod will be the quar-
ry for many, a few have shown up already with the best so far being a 
superb 16lb fish for regular angler Andy. Another winter fish worth trying 
for on the smaller tides when the deep water can be fished is the spur-
dog, a fish that many say does not fight hard although it can be a day sav-
er on an otherwise quiet day. These fish are regularly caught into the high 
teen weight wise and a near record fish is always as possibility. The boats 
a well booked over the coming months but there is still some availability, 
it is worth a phone call to try to get a trip to these fish rich waters.

Teddie Boy, skipper Michael-Webber Griffiths, 07894 536672, 
wwwt.teddieboycharters.co.uk Osprey, skipper Steve Webber, 
07967362132, www.ospreycharters.co.uk 
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Wales: Pwhelli
Size Matters: Kevin McKie
With poor weather the end of 
September a week away and relo-
cating to the Menai Strait it was a 
while since we last set sail.  

A good forecast saw us get out 
fishing early one morning from 
Port Dinorwic and we went off-
shore to the wrecks. There were 
plenty of fish showing. 

Slack water came and thankfully 
the odd fish still came aboard, a 
few wrecks and a run of tide later 
everyone started to remember 
how to catch fish and we set 
about filling the fish boxes. Lovely 
stamp of fish filling a few freezers 
for the coming winter. 

Contact Kevin on 07999628511
or go to his Facebook page.

Wales: Penarth
Anchorman Charters: David Bobbett

Dave Bobbett runs regular trips from 
Penarth into the Bristol Channel and 
targets all sorts of fishing but recently 
he’s had some excellent ray fishing and 
here we see a selection of blonde rays 
which his anglers targeted  on one trip. 

Anchorman Charters
07974 101888
www.anchormancharters.co.uk/
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Jim with a bull huss

Jim afloat

Colin with a bull huss
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There are, of course, just two basic 
ways we fish from boats, anchoring and 
drifting. In this article we are looking at 
some of the basics of drifting. For many 
boat anglers fishing on a moving boat is 
the preferred starting point, particularly 
when trying out new ground and, in 
general, we can break it down into two 
techniques: Dragging a bait along the 
seabed, for bottom-feeding fish such as 
turbot and working a bait or lure off the 
bottom, fishing for pollack or bass. 

Working a bait or lure 
For this we generally fish on a wreck or 
rock/reef mark mainly for pollack, bass 
or cod.

Straight down
The thing to understand is tide strength 
has very little, or nothing, to do with 
weight choice. Sounds unlikely but this 
is because (without other influences) 
whatever the speed of the tide, your 
boat is moving at the same speed. 
So, your line should go straight down 
whatever size of weight you use. Of 
course, sometimes our lines do stream 
away from the boat, even though they 
are well up above the seabed but this is 
because of other factors, which will be 
explained later. 

All things being equal, while drifting, 
your boat is moving along at the same 
speed as the column of water beneath 
you and your bait is going straight 
down. Because of this, there are three 
factors affecting the choice of weight. 
 
1.Speed of descent
How quickly do you need your bait to 
descend? The heavier or more stream-
lined the weight, the faster it will go 
down.
2.Your tackle and line. 
Different tackle combinations have 

different sensitivities and so a heavier 
weight may be needed in order to allow 
you to feel the tackle hitting the sea-
bed, so that you know when to begin 
your retrieve. 

3.The depth of water. 
The deeper you are fishing the more 
difficult it is to feel your gear hitting the 
seabed so you may want to increase 
your weight size. 

In reality this is only relevant when the 
seabed is more than 80m and, again, 

On the Drift

Tim Macpherson explains a few of the basics for 
mastering this common boat fishing technique.

32 Saltwater Boat Angling
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rod when, actually, it is hardly 
moving. 

Change technique
In a strong tide the answer is to 
change your technique, not your 
weight. Once your line approach-
es an angle close to 40°, either re-
trieve completely and start again, 
or change from bouncing to the 
drop and retrieve twenty turns. 

Wind
Any wind will affect your boat 
and, depending on its direc-
tion, will either slow the boat 
or increase its speed in relation 
to the speed of the tide at the 
surface. Since what you lower 
into the water will be influenced 
by the speed of the water around 
it, your tackle will travel at a dif-
ferent speed to your boat and so 
will again pay out away from the 
boat. There is nothing you can do 
about this. Increasing weight size 
will not solve the problem, but 
may add to it.

Wind and tide
If the wind and tide are in the 
same direction then problems 
are doubled. If you have a wind 
against tide situation, then they 
might just cancel each other out. 
For instance, if the wind slows the 
speed of the boat to somewhere 
near the speed of the tide at the 
seabed, then lines will appear 
to go straight down and nor-
mal codding techniques will be 
productive. 

The right timing
In practice, some boat skippers 
will, on big tide days when the 
wind is blowing, alter the timings 
of the fishing to fish the six hours 
of tide that opposes the wind. 
As for weight choice, assuming 
a mid-channel average depth 
of around 60m, an 8oz weight 
will suffice. When conditions 
make the fishing on the drift 
challenging, change technique, 
not weight. The choice of weight 
shape should always be a long 
bomb because they have a small 
cross-section from above and 
below resulting in a fast descent 
and a low drag retrieve.
In general, the most effective 

depends on the sensitivity of 
your gear. 

Line streaming
So, the influence of the tide on 
your tackle should be negligible 
because we are moving with 
the column of water that we are 
fishing in. So, what is it that, in 
practice, will make lines stream 
away from the boat? There are 
two influencing factors. 

Differential tide movement
The speed of tide at the surface 
is greater than the speed of tide 
near the seabed. On small tides, 
the difference is negligible and 
without other influences, your 
weight will still go straight down. 
As the current increases however, 
the differential in speed increases 
and your tackle will be influenced 
by the slower current near the 
seabed. This means as your lead 
descends the drag will increase in 
relation to the boat and this will 
cause your lines to run away from 
the boat. 

Keeping in touch with the 
seabed
So, to continue to keep in touch 
with the seabed, which is neces-
sary for cod fishing, you need to 
let a little more line out each time 
you drop back. For those familiar 
with bouncing a lure for cod, you 
will recall that on the bigger tides 
the lines are soon running away 
from the boat at angles greater 
than 45°.  This will affect catch 
rates so, the obvious thing to 
do, is increase weights. Initially, 
this will work and you’ll feel the 
bump along the seabed however, 
it won’t stop the lines running 
away from the boat. 

Line bow
What happens is the greater 
cross-section of a larger weight 
increases drag and adds to 
the problem because the line 
runs out in a bow. When you 
lift your rod, most of that effort 
just tightens up the bow and 
moves your lure very little. You’ll 
probably end up running line 
away from the boat at a shallow 
angle and are more likely to snag 
the seabed even though you 
think you are lifting your lure well 
clear of the it with each lift of the 
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Drifting with Baits
way to catch most flatfish, gurnards and 
other species is to drag and bait along 
the bottom. You can cover far more 
ground and because plaice, in particu-
lar, respond to a moving bait it proves 
far more effective 

In terms of boat fishing skills, drifting 
with a bait along the seabed should be 
one of the easiest types of fishing we 
do. Providing you put your end tackle 
and bait on the seabed and prevent 
line paying out from your reel, all that 
can possibly happen as the boat moves 
in the tide, is that you drag your bait 
along. However, wide tide and other 
factors will come into play and it’s 
crucial that we compensate for this 
accordingly. Plaice seem to prefer a 
(surface) drift speed of a round 1 knot 
but it does vary.

Increasing your chances
Once on the seabed, your tackle will 
want to stay where it fell. The only thing 
that will move it, apart from severe 
weather and currents, is you as you 
are carried down tide in your boat. But 
there are factors which affect the size 
and shape of weight you might choose. 
These include, depth of water, size of 

bait, speed of the drift, the nature of the 
seabed (flat or undulating) and what 
side of the boat are you fishing on.
 
1. Depth
As depth increases, so does an angler’s 
ability to feel his tackle reaching the 
seabed. Weight size therefore needs to 
increase with depth in order to maintain a 
positive feel.

2. Size of bait
Most natural baits, worm 
or fish strips, tend to have 
neutral buoyancy. If just 
placed in the water column, 
they will sink very slowly 
so we use weights to take 
them down faster. The 
larger the bait the heavier 
the weight we need to get 
it to the seabed quickly and 
to keep it there. 

3. Speed of drift
If the boat is drifting fast, then you may 
need to increase weight size to keep your 
bait on the bottom. Imagine you are fish-
ing from the shore or spinning a lure. As 
you retrieve your bait or lure, it rises as it 
comes towards you. It doesn’t stay at the 

same depth from the start of the retrieve. 
Dragging a bait along will have the same 
effect as a gentle retrieve and may lift it 
from the seabed if your weight is too light.
4 The seabed
Once on a flat seabed, with enough 
weight to hold it down, to compensate 
for depth and speed of drift etc then 
there is nothing which will lift it from 

the seabed. An undulating seabed 
however, one with peaks and troughs, 
adds a new condition where the tackle 
is pulled over a peak, it may not follow 
the downward contours of the next 
trough. Instead it may lift and be sus-
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pended for a period off the bottom (see 
figure one). This can be overcome by 
either increasing weight size, or better, 
by letting more line out. The latter may 
not be possible if you’re fishing under 
the boat. 

5. Angler’s position in the boat
When you drift with a bait on the 
bottom, the lines will always run out 
in the direction from where the boat 
is travelling from. In an ideal world, 
an angler would choose to fish on the 
side of the boat facing the direction of 
travel. Unfortunately, on a charter boat, 
there is rarely enough room for all the 
anglers to be fishing on the lead side. 

Some anglers will need to fish on the 
opposite side of the boat where lines 
will need to pass under the boat as 
they drag their baits along.

 Those anglers fishing under the boat 
are technically the leading anglers in 
terms of travel, since it is their baits that 
will cover the ground first. 
However, it is the other side which are 
leading because it is those anglers that 

dictate the success of the drift, they 
have the freedom to fish as far away 
from the boat as they like without the 
risk of running into anglers’ tackle on 
the opposite side of the boat. 
Those under the boat are restricted 
by how much line they can pay out 

because of the proximity of lines on 
the lead side. The lead side have a 
duty to fish away from the boat at a 
distance to give those anglers fishing 
under the boat freedom to react to a 
bite by spooling line. Those anglers 
fishing under the boat fish with a tight 
line. Increasing your weight size when 
fishing under the boat helps in fishing 
tight and maintaining separation from 
the lead side anglers (see fig two).

Weight shapes
Weight shapes for dragging a bait 
along the bottom should ideally be 
something that doesn’t roll. A round 
weight or a weight with round edges 
may roll laterally into your neighbour’s 
swim and contribute to a possible 
unnecessary tangle. 

My personal choice is for a bopedo 
type lead that has defined edges to 
prevent roll. Many anglers also favour 
the watchlead shape. These flat leads 
won’t roll and the knobbly bottom and 
top are supposed to kick up sand and 
shingle acting as an attractant for a 
waiting fish. 

Using cameras
When plaice fishing, I have tried many 
different leads, torpedo, flat, star-
shaped and watch leads. It’s difficult 
to accurately log relative success, so I 
used a camera attached to a spreader 
to see if I could spot any difference in 
behaviour.

 The results were clear – watch leads 
puff up a lot more of the sand and 
shingle and this, in turn, attracts more 
fish and their behavior is more decisive 
as they are clearly stimulated by the 
activity. 
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WRASSE 
ON SOFT PLASTIC LURES

Ballan wrasse are 
often one of the 
first fish we catch, 
they’re reliable 
and very often ex-
tremely hard fight-
ing especially on 
lures and artificials.
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W
rasse are wide-
spread around our 
coast, the bright-
ly-coloured ballan 
wrasse is both 
obliging and easily 

fished for. These beautiful fish can be 
found living on all kinds of structures, 
wrecks, reefs, pier pilings and rocks and 
are distributed all around the coast. 
They’re a this tough fighting fish has, in 
recent years, become a valued sporting 
fish rather than just by-catch thsat are 
tolerated and sometimes treated as a 
nuisance. These days there are many 
more anglers specifically targeting 
these colourful mollusc-crunchers with 
light tackle and artificial lures rather 
than heavy gear and bait.

With the advent of specialist lure rods 
formed with modern, light but pow-
erful blanks and coupled with fine, 
strong braid and spinning reels with 
smooth, reliable drags, the way we fish 
has changed out of all recognition over 
the last twenty years ago. This sort of 
fishing huge fun and the beauty is you 
don’t need a big boat or even have to 
go far. There will be wrasse somewhere 
on your stretch of coast, where there 
are rocky outcrops or headlands not 
that far away where wrasse will have 
taken up station and can be fished for.

Some areas are better than others
There are specific areas in the UK where 
anglers deliberately target them – 
particularly the West Country from 

Dorset to Cornwall. The Isles of Scilly are 
a real hot-spots for big ballans. By big 
we aren’t referring to 1lb juveniles, we 
means 5lbs-plus, with 3lbers being fairly 
commonplace. One of the big problems 
that has affected the ballan wrasse in 
the last few years, is their commercial 
interest, being caught alive and trans-
located to the fish farms in Scottish sea 
lochs. This has been very lucrative, with 
live fish being worth many hundreds of 
times more than dead ones. 

The shallower the better
That said, there are still plenty of really 
good fish to be had off any of the major 
headlands from Portland Bill westwards. 
For the small-boat angler, they are great 
sport because you don’t need to go far 
to find them. Water up to about 15m 
deep is favourite, which is why they are 
so commonly caught by anglers fishing 
for bass and pollack with lead-headed 
lures. In shallower water, they can be 

caught on small plugs,  but it is difficult 
to get a deep diving plug down to them 
in more than about 20 feet of water. 
The lead-headed lure is by far the most 
effective method.

Formidable fighters
A big ballan wrasse is a formidable 
fighter, they have a huge tail, power-
ful muscles to drive it and scales like 
armour plating, so they are not afraid 
to dive into nasty, snaggy rocks or 
thick kelp in a bid to get away. I you’re 
using lure tactics for ballan wrasse 
you shouldn’t go under-gunned, or 
you’ll lose a lot of fish. A rod, capable 
of casting up to about 40g is ideal and 
will give good sport with smaller fish 
while still having the power to best a 
big one. A balanced reel, loaded with 
good-quality, 25lb breaking strain, 
fine-diameter, braid will provide the 
best combination of strength and feel. 
It’s also worth attaching a few feet of 

There will be wrasse 
somewhere on your 
stretch of coast, 
where there are rocky 
outcrops or head-
lands not that far 
away where wrasse 
will have taken up 
station and can be 
fished for.
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30lb fluorocarbon to the end of the 
braid with an FG knot. 

FG knot
If you don’t know how to tie the FG 
which isn’t, strictly speaking, a knot but 
a series of wraps then you really should 
because you are missing out on a tre-
mendous way of joining braid to mono. 
The FG is stronger than either of the 
two lines providing they are similarly 
matched in strength. The reason is the 
load is not confined to any single point 
but spread over an area of the mono 
about 1.5cms long. The finished join is 
hardly thicker than the mono so it runs 
through modern, small rod eyes easily 
and makes life so much easier.

To the end of the fluorocarbon attach 
a size 1 (Surefit) snap, they are strong, 
secure and will go through any size 
hook eye from about a size 4 upwards 
and make changing lures so easy and 
quick. The fine wire doesn’t affect the 
action of even small lures. Having your 
lure attached directly to the end of the 
line allows you to work the lure with far 
more finesse and delicacy than if it were 
hanging from a weighted rig. Using a 
stiff, but light rod and fine braid you can 
feel every contour of the seabed. You 
can tell if you are on sand or gravel, for 
instance, rock or weed and can react 
so much faster to any approach by a 
fish. Feeling the lure along and close to 
the bottom is how you need to fish for 
ballan wrasse. 

Wrasse will hug rock faces and walls, 
but generally they are fairly close to 
the bottom and you need to stay in the 
taking zone for as long as possible. That 
is why you have to match the size of the 
leaded hook you use to the conditions 
you are in. You need enough weight to 
be able to fish without any slack line 
occurring, whatsoever. If the line loses 
tension then you have no idea where 
your lure is, or what it is doing. Constant 
contact is the secret to success.

Predatory fish
Wrasse are more predatory than many 
people give them credit for. Yes, they 
eat crabs, worms and prawns, but they 
also devour small fish and sandeels 
with relish. One of their less-popular 
traits, though, is the disabling of their 
fishy prey by biting off their tail, this 
same tactic leads to many missed bites 
and ruined paddle-tail lures. One way 
round it, is to use a worm-style lure, or 
to fit a stinger hook on a short length 
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of fluorocarbon attached to the main 
eye and with the hook stuck in the 
tail of the lure, the soft fluorocarbon 
allows the tail to work just the same, 
but with a nasty surprise awaiting any 
ballan that tries to nip the tail off first! 
It is very frustrating to have the tail of 
a Fiish Black Minnow nipped off and 
not make contact with the perpetrator! 
They seem particularly partial to Fiiish 
minnows s watch out for that.

All-year-round fish
Ballan wrasse can be found throughout 
the year, especially in the West Country, 
but the big fish are caught from late 
summer through to about Christmas, 
maybe into the New Year in the west-
ern regions. By mid-winter they have 
slowed down and worm or crab baits 
are more successful than lures. Arti-
ficials seem to work better when the 
water is warmer.

Some notable hot-spots for catching 
really big ballans are: Portland Bill, Kim-
meridge, Worbarrow, Berry Head, The 
Mewstone off Plymouth, Rame Head, 
Dodman, Lizard area, Lands End and 
Sennen and The Isles of Scilly. The Chan-
nel Isles are famed for big wrasse and 
I am sure a double-figure will feature 
soon, the current record was caught in 
Jersey and stands at 9lb 7oz. Hartland 
Point and Pembrokeshire are all known 
for their big wrasse, too.

There are over six hundred species of wrasse around the world. Most are small fish but some – such as the comically named 
humphead wrasse (found only in the Pacific and Indian Oceans) – can grow to eight feet in length. There are six  species of 
wrasse which are of interest to the UK sea angler: the ballan, cuckoo, corkwing, ballions, rock cook, and goldsinny (the latter 
four are regarded as mini-species). All species live in rocky areas and are adapted to feed on shellfish and crustaceans. They 
also tend to live in relatively shallow water and are rarely found offshore. Wrasse also have a highly unusual life cycle.

The Ballan Wrasse
Scientific name: Labrus bergylta
Can grow to 10lbs, typical size is around 2lb 
Record fish 9lb 7oz caught by Tony Heart in Jersey

Distribution: Fairly common in rocky inshore coastal areas all around the UK, although highest concentration (and biggest 
specimens) found in the south and south west of England.

Wrasse is a A well-built fish with a broad body and large colourful scales. A single, long dorsal fin that extends all of the way 
along the back and rounded tail fin. Colour ranges from brown/reddish to dark green, with light spots and a paler belly – very 
dependant on the environment they reside in. The mouth is small and lips are prominent with powerful peg teeth and jaws. 
Their thick lips and sharp front teeth are adapted to pull shellfish from the sides of rocks, and they have powerful teeth locat-
ed further back in their throat to crunch through the shells and get to the flesh inside. They will also feed on crustaceans and 
can easily consume hardback crabs and small lobsters. Ballan wrasse will come into shallow water and will feed on shellfish 
attached to submerged cliff faces and inshore rocks. Wrasse also prefer areas where there is heavy kelp and seaweed cover..

BALLAN WRASSE
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CORNISH ESTUARY FISHINGCORNISH ESTUARY FISHING

A mile wide
The Camel Estuary is a mile-wide 
geological ria, a deep valley that has 
been drowned by post-glacial rising sea 
levels. At low tide mud and sandbanks 
are exposed and the reed-beds and 
salt-marsh flats teem with wading birds. 
Small creeks and tributary rivers link 
with the hinterland, which takes in se-
cluded farms, quiet combes and wind-
swept hilltops, with long distance views 
down the estuary to the sea. The azure 
waters of this special part of Cornwall’s 
Atlantic north coast are popular with 
a variety of watersports enthusiasts. 
The estuary is flanked by Padstow on 
the west and the upmarket Rock to the 
east, as it snakes its way south beyond 
Wadebridge. 

Doom bar
Past this point is Daymer bay, Gun point 
and then the treacherous Doom Bar – a 
sand bar stretching into the estuary 
from the lifeboat station at Hawkers 
cove. It has claimed many lives over the 
years and was the scene of a recent well 

publicized motorboat tragedy. 

The estuary if of course tidal and 
relatively shallow but has a number of 
beautiful beaches with miles of sand 
exposed at low tide. 

From Hawkers cove it opens up into 
Padstow bay which runs from Stepper 
point to Pentire Point. About 2 miles 
offshore is Newland with Rainer rocks. 

The Fishing 
Being a nursery area for bass does 
restrict the angling opportunities - as 
the tide fills in across the sand bars, 
millions of sand eels become active and 
this is what brings in shoals of mackerel 
and also bass and other predators. This 
is what makes it attractive both for the 
bass and fishermen. 
Many years ago, and before the entire 

CAMEL ESTUARYCAMEL ESTUARY
The cod fishing offshore is excellent
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estuary was designated I was shown by 
a well-known local angler and tackle 
dealer, Reg Whybrow, just how to catch 
bass in the estuary. In fact, I was amazed 
to discover at the time that very few 
people spent time doing it. The locals 
had quite rightly kept this little secret 
to themselves, I felt privileged to be let 
in on it.
We used to start out in the bay and by 
drifting on the incoming tide, cover 
both the Doom bar and the sands of 
Daymer bay. In those days (well over 
20 years ago) the restrictions started 
at a green buoy just inside the bar. We 
did also drift right up to Padstow and 
beyond, using spinners and artificials 
but they weren’t nearly as effective as 
our little friends the “ammodytidae”. 

Other species
So now any fishing that is done from a 
boat inside the estuary cannot include 
fishing for bass, or anything else with 
sand-eels, but there are plenty of other 
fish to catch including pollack around 
the rocks of Trebetherick Point. Large 

plaice can be bagged drifting over the 
sandbars right up to the old quarry 
which makes up part of the Camel Trail. 
Flounder also feature here in the winter. 
Gilthead bream come into the estuary 
in numbers going as far up as the old 
quarry feeding on lugworm, crabs and 
anything else they can find. The estuary 
is also full of mullet and of course sea 
trout and salmon run up the river in 
numbers too.   

Hazards
Fishing inside the estuary has its haz-
ards and most boat angling is restricted 
to the winter. Because of the restrictions 
most anglers tend to take their boats 
offshore and fish the reefs and wrecks 
beyond the river mouth.

In the summer there is a lot of boat traf-
fic, the two Padstow speedboats and 
the Jubilee Queen, plus sailing boats, 
windsurfers and private pleasure craft 
make fishing inside the estuary very 
restricted. 

The tides and currents in the estuary 
are treacherous if not respected and the 
Doom Bar is a very dangerous barrier 
across the estuary, particularly as the 
tide is dropping.

Launching and landing
Launching small boats and kayaks

The Rock sailing and waterski club 
has a public slipway where you can 
launch your boat on to the estuary. It 
is of course tidal so there is roughly 
a 6-hour window to launch and land. 
It is possible to drive down onto the 
sand to launch and retrieve, which 
does make it easy, however there is 
usually sizable queue and once you 
have launched, parking your car and 
trailer can be a problem and may 
require a long walk back to the boat.
 
Padstow harbor also has a steep, 
slipway which is also tidal. Fees for 
launching are between £4.50 and 
£6.50 a day and in such a busy popu-
lar town parking is a massive prob-
lem and potentially expensive.

There are numerous places along the 
estuary to launch a kayak, starting at 
Rock, round to Daymer bay and Pol-
zeath. On the west side at Padstow. 

Charter Boats
Emma Kate
www.emmakate2.com
Lee Wicks- 07970 595 244

Optimus Prime
www.rockfishingtrips.co.uk
Jason and Rodney
01208863343

Emma Kate

Optimus  Prime

John dory’s a increasingly common
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HELFORD RIVER

L
ike a lot of Cornish estuaries, 
the Helford has an atmos-
phere all of its own and is sure-
ly one of the most beautiful. 
Woods of ancient oak line the 

banks of the creeks creating a unique 
and very peaceful atmosphere. 

The fishing can be excellent most of 
the year and is of course ruled by the 
tidal flows. This area is delightful and 
un-spoilt, stretching from the outer 
edge of Falmouth Bay up to Gweek, 
home of the famous seal sanctuary. 

In the broad lower reaches, open 
fields run down to a rocky shore, dot-
ted with little beaches. On the north 
bank the beautiful valley gardens of 
Glendurgan and Trebah lead down 
to Durgan village and Polwigwidden 
Cove, which is famous for its part in 

the D-day embarkation. 

Offshore
The fishing starts at a point about 
three miles offshore at a rock mark 
named Rosemullion. So called be-
cause you have to line up a house on 
Rosemullion head on the north side 
and another mark on the south side. 
The area is small and either drifting 
or anchored can produce big wrasse, 
pollack and bass. South of the riv-

er mouth are a couple of excellent 
winter whiting and cod marks. The 
famous, and very dangerous Mana-
cles lie a few miles to the south.

Rock marks
Before getting into the estuary proper 
there are excellent rock marks with 
Mawnan Shear on the north and Den-
nis Head, Gillan and Men Aver beach 
on the south. All can be excellent 

Gilthead from Powehereval
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for lure fishing for big solitary bass 
using with plugs and lures, although 
extreme care needs to be taken as 
some of the rocks are very near the 
surface. When fishing on a dropping 
tide boats have run aground. 

Inside the estuary between Durgan 
on the north and Boshanan on the 

south, large populations of rays have 
been regularly spotted by divers and 
caught by patient anglers willing to 
anchored in the middle of the estuary. 
Patient, because of the traffic levels 
in the river, you quite often have to 
move.  

Creeks
Once past the narrows, where all the 
boats are moored and fishing is not 
advised, you come to the up-river 
creeks and marks. These are where 
the bass, mullet, bream and giltheads 
shoal up, feeding on crabs and worms 

as the tide fills in the muddy creeks. 
Polweheveral is a particular favourite 
with anglers, right up to Scott’s Quay. 

One of my favourite pastimes is 
getting out on the water at dawn on 
a summers day as the tide is coming 
in and fishing for bass, mullet and 

mackerel using a fly rod. Quite often 
small fry will be herded under the 
rockier parts of the shoreline under 
the trees by mackerel, and bass will 
patrol along these areas. Once people 
start to move around the river after 
breakfast, these shoals disperse.

Launching
The estuary is a great fishing venue and 
relatively under-fished. Bait collection 
is best done under the guidance of 
a knowledgeable local who know 
the creeks, mud banks and sand bars 
where bait can be collected. 

Launching facilities are limited but 
there is a slipway at Port Navas, which 
is only usable three hours either side 
of high tide. Helford Passage also has 
a slipway but only for boats that can 
be managed by hand. 

Many people launch at Mylor in the 
Fal and travel across the five mile 
stretch of water between the mouth 
of the Fal and the Helford, then hire 
a mooring from http://www.hel-
fordrivermoorings.co.uk

The Helford river boats company 
(http://helford-river-boats.co.uk) hire 
out boats for recreational use as well. 

Tackle shops
There is a dearth of tackle shops in 
Cornwall, west of Falmouth, although 
there is the Art of Fishing in Wade-
bridge, having moved from Falmouth.

Charter Boats
Blue Pointer Charters
07814 191921

Port Navas Creek

Bass from the mouth of the Helford



Saltwater Boat Angling44



45Saltwater Boat Angling   



Saltwater Boat Angling46

After talking squid in last month’s issue we’re going to look at presenting another of the most commonly used baits in boat fishing – the mackerel. This 
bait is used around the country either frozen or freshly caught. Most anglers would agree that fresh is best though I do know a couple of anglers who 
maintain frozen, freshly caught mackerel is best for bass.  

Fresh is firmer
Man top anglers swear by fresh mackerel as a top match bait, especially when presenting smaller baits rather than whole, or large sections of, fillets. 
This is mainly because the flesh is generally firmer and the small bait stays together better but is also because of the amount of juices that run out of 
fresh mackerel. Getting that juice to release into the water to attract fish is crucial and we will look at is a technique for increasing the scent trail from a 
mackerel bait.

We look at how to use Mackerel  as a 
match fishing bait.

FIG01: 
This shows a typical preparation for a mackerel bait.  This 
would work well as a general bait but if you were timing 
for mini species fishing even smaller morsels would be 
preferable.  On the right is the head with guts still attached 
alongside a fillet.  This could be presented whole if targeting 
rays or bass but could also be divided into smaller baits, as 
has been done here to the fillet from the other side of the 
fish.  On the left it is cut typically sized sections from the 
tail and flank sections that would be ideal for whiting in the 
winter or when general fishing (targeting whatever is under 
the boat) in the summer as a bait like this will attract big 
and small fish.  Finally, in the centre are some small baits cut 
from the silver belly portion of the fillet.

The fillet us let at full thickness but in some cases, the fillet 
will be pared down with a very sharp knife.  This results 
in firstly a thinner fillet which will present more naturally 
without masking the hook point, and secondly a section of 
flesh with no skin attached.  We will return to this later.

FIG 02:
Sections cut from the belly of the mackerel make particu-
larly effective baits for targeting smaller fish like gurnards 
and bream as they are naturally thin and the flesh is close 
textured and firm.  The silver skin also potentially acts as a 
visual attractant in clear water conditions. Here they are cut 
as five baits from an average sized mackerel. For as natural 
presentation as possible, the hook should simply be passed 
through the bait once and allowed to hang from the bend of 
the hook.

FIG 03:  
Moving to the other sections cut from the tail, these are 
again best hooked once to avoid spinning in the tide. If a 
bait spins, as well as being an unnatural presentation it also 
invites tangling of your traces and snoods. Bait elastic can 
also be used as shown.  Not only does this help guarantee 
that the bait arrives on the seabed looking much as it did 
on the surface, but can also go some way to avoid having 

MACKEREL

Fig 1

Fig 2

Fig 3
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the bait torn off by ravenous fish that can do an expert 
job of avoiding the hook. Here we’ve used both elastic for 
presentation and beads as additional visual attractors. If 
using the whole fillet, rather than a section, this should be 
mounted in the same manner.

FIG 04:  
Returning to the section of fillet that was removed and 
has no skin attached. This makes a particularly effective 
bait in two ways. Firstly, on occasions when the fish are 
very shy biting and finicky, when the slightest bit of tough 
texture seems to spook them. And secondly, to ensure the 
maximum amount of juices being released to the scent 
trail, which can be particularly effective in dark or murky 
conditions. 

There is also a third possibility when this may be the most 
effective bait which is when fishing for trigger fish.  Many 
baits have been reeled in a where the skin has been left 
on the hook and all the meat eaten from it.  Other species 
do this too and a flesh-only bait would hopefully induce 
a more positive bite.  The problem with a flesh-only bait 
is mounting it on the hook in a way that it won’t get torn 
off. Elastic helps but can cut through the flesh. The answer, 
as with delicate squid baits, is a bait spoon. The mackerel 
flesh is simply laid in the bait spoon and mummified with 
soft elastic. 

FIG 05: 
Keep wrapping the bait with elastic until it is completely 
supported along its entire length. 

FIG 6: 
The mummified flesh can then be removed from the bait 
spoon. The elastic will contract and the bait may look a bit 
odd shaped but you will already be able to see how much 
juice is starting to come to the surface.

FIG 07: 
To mount the bait on a hook simply thread it on like a 
worm. Hopefully the law of averages says the hook will 
pass up the inside of most of the coils of elastic which 
should result in a securely mounted bait as shown. Once 
again, we’ve used bead attractors but the choice is yours as 
to what else you adorn the trace with. Hook choice is also 
yours but as we have seen in the past, Aberdeens have been 
used in this instance.

FI 08:  
Finally, the head and guts of the mackerel. This is probably 
one of the oldest baits in the book but is as effective now as 
it ever was and will attract the likes of bass, rays, tope and 
conger amongst others. While many anglers would have 
the head with the guts exposed, some prefer to leave part 
of the fish’s flank in place.  This affords the guts some de-
gree of protection from small fish and crabs but still allows 
that all important scent trail to be formed.

Fig 4

Fig 5

Fig 6

Fig 7

Fig 8
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SMARTFISH 25SMARTFISH 25 

I’ve been fortunate to see the devel-
opment of this amazing new boat 
since it was first brought over to the 
UK by Smart Fish UK in 2020. It looks a 
bit like a navy assault boat rather than 
a fishing boat and I have to admit 
being a bit sceptical about whether it 
would suite angling. 

The first trip I took in it with owner 
Will Parkinson was in some pretty 
crummy in November 2020. It was 
about a force 4-5 we were filming a 
series of videos with Navionics and 
Raymarine but despite this the boat 
performed amazingly in the rough 
seas around the Solent. It proved 
to be a very stable fishing platform 
even in that weather and similarly for 
filming purposes the cabin was roomy 
enough to move around in. 

I’ve subsequently fished in it a few 
more times and it comfortably fits 
four anglers and all the various tackle 

paraphernalia we all take on our trips. 
As for the ride its smooth enough 
even in rough weather and its ma-
noeuvrability is amazing turning on a 
virtual sixpence.

We trailed it up to Scotland to fish in 
the Mull of Galloway Sea Angling Fes-
tival and, on a specially made Vancarls 
fill stainless steel trailer equipped 
with giro loading wheels. 
The whole 3tonnes of boat was a very 
easy to tow and even launching and 
landing (with an electric winch) was 
straightforward. 
 

The Engine
The Suzuki engine fitted on the back 
is responsive and very powerful - I 
guess it should be as a state-of-the-
art model – and the Smart Fish is used 
as a demonstration model for Suzuki 
and Raymarine amongst others. 

The SmartFish25 is powered by the 
amazing DF300B the newest in the 
Suzuki flagship range of engines, 
hosting lean burn technology and the 
counter rotating double propeller set-
up 4.8L V6 has a tremendous amount 
of torque and pushing the boat up 

A cracking new angling boat has been 
brought to the UK Tim Macpherson 
gives us the low down.
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to 40 knots she will cruise at 30 - 32 
knots and has a 200 mile range from a 
300l fuel tank. 

Smart Fish 25 is fitted with a variety 
of Railblaza rod holders, have fitted a 
wide variety of their products includ-
ing track mounted caddies, camera 
mount and various other items which 
make for a very tidy boat. 

Overall it has been fitted out to a very 
high spec with fishing in mind. Not 
only are the plenty of rod holders 
(twenty-two in all) but a baitwell has 
been fitted in at the stern with the lid 

doubling up as a cutting board. There 
is also a lot of storage both in the 
cabin and around the deck. 

The Smart Fish 25 is built entirely out 
of aluminium with a 6mm thick plate 
hull and 4 mm thick super structure, 
boat is 2.7 tons and on the trailer is 
3.4tons 

The flooring is an EVA Seadek which is 
very hard wearing, very comfortable 
on the feet and completely non-slip. 

In the cabin she is fitted out with 
Shoxs seats from Allsalt Maritime and, 
wow, do they make a big difference 
when pounding through rough seas. 
The front seats are X8 pedestals with 

one 3200 high back as the helm seat 
and 3200 low back as the navigator 
seat. The rear seats are 6300 and 
have the added bonus of being able 
to lower them down to make more 
standing room if needed. check them 
out at SHOXS.com.

Electronics
As for electronics, the boat is fitted 
out with all the latest Raymarine 
electronics, with three 12” Axiom + 
screens. There are two in the cabin 
and one out on deck so there is visi-
bility from anywhere on the boat. 

The RV220 transducers are mount-
ed just behind mid-ships to get the 
best quality IMG using the Realvision 
sounder. Also fitted is Quantum 2 ra-
dar which has now just been upgrad-
ed to the new Cyclone which works 
using doppler technologies. 

Other items:
A Flir M232 thermal camera has been 
fitted which priovides excellent vision 
at night it also runs augmented reality 
which does mean night fishing trips 
hbave been a regular for Will and his 
crew. 

An Autopilot has been fitted along 
with 2 VHF radios .and a Fusion sound 

system which means the guys can fish 
while rick ‘n rolling!

Seat Controls
For ease of use when travelling at 
high speed or on rough water there 
are controls mounted in the seat 
armrests, in particular the RMK-10 and 
throttle.
 
Overall, the Smartfish 25 is an unbe-
lievable boat and capable of going 
though seas that only a much larger 
boat could cope with doing Ports-
mouth to Cowes in a force 7 in 20 
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u tortor et enim condimentum sagittis. Morbi finibus efficitur 
accumsan. Mauris convallis ac ipsum in interdum. Donec 
vel tortor iaculis, iaculis lectus ut, tempor tortor. Fusce est 
lectus, fringilla ac orci at, vestibulum placerat enim. Nullam 
lacinia 

mins. 
All in all it’s a very capable boat very 
comfortable and with the heads big 
enough not just for storage. Tjhis 
forward area is compact although 
bulkhead could’ve been pushed 
back to create sleeping space berth 
for berths it is a very good boat for 
much longer trips than just inshore 
fishing. It’s all ready to have outrig-
gers fitted in case it can be used in 
future as a Bluefin boat in the West 
country.
 
The boat comes in at £90,000 so 
is pretty pricey for an angling 
boat BUT such is its versatility, 
power and  is with every penny 
For more information or enquir-
ies then go to Smart Fish Uk’s 
Facebook page.

Technical specification
•	 Hull: 6mm aluminium plate hull and 4mm thick superstructure
•	 Weight 2.7 tonnes / 3.4tonnes on a trailer
•	 Flooring: EVA SEADEK 
•	 Seats: 
•	 Front: 2 x Shoxs X8 pedestals with one 3200 high back as the helm 

seat and 3200 low back as the navigator seat.
•	 Rear: Shoxs 6300 (from Allsalt Maritime) 
•	 Engine: Suzuki DF3008 with lean burn technology, 4.8l V6
•	 Counter rotating double propeller
•	 Fuel Tank 300 litres
•	 Range 200 miles
•	 Cruising speed 32 knots
•	 Electronics: 
•	 3 x Axiom 12’ 
•	 RV220 Transducers using RealVision Sounder mounted midships
•	 Radar: Quantum 2 upgraded to Cyclone with doppler technologies
•	 Flir M232 thermal cameras and 210ip that runs augmented reality
•	 Autopilot
•	 2 VHF radios.  
•	 Arm rest mounted controls with RMK-10 Throttle  
•	 Fitted with Railblaza fixings
•	 22 rod holders
•	 Live well/Cutting board

50 Saltwater Boat Angling
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The catch of the day is  
only a phone call away!

01752 223656  
quotes@pantaenius.co.uk

•   INCLUDES FISHING GEAR  
UP TO £ 2500

•   0% INTEREST AVAILABLE
•  NO CREDIT CARD FEES
•  NO HIDDEN CHARGES 
•  24/7 UK BASED CLAIMS TEAM

Pantaenius UK Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Authorised No. 308688)

Sailing BoatRIBSailing Yacht Motor CruiserMotor Boat

PANTAENIUS.CO.UK

PROUD 

SPONSORS OFYOU DON’T 
HAVE TO 
PUSH THE 
BOAT OUT
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Buoyancy Aids  (foam filled)
Really not suitable for saltwater fishing 
but could be handy on a kayak 
The buoyancy aid in the picture is rated 
at 50/65 Newtons (N) (more about this 
later) with a wearers weight between 
70-90kgs.

It does not have a crotch strap, light, 
spray hood or whistle. This device will 
not roll the wearer over so if uncon-
scious may end up face down.
It states inside “for those who can swim 
and are close to help” 
Perfect for rivers but not really Saltwa-
ter.

Cost – from £20 upwards and very 
low maintenance costs (should still 
be regularly inspected though)

Regular Leisure Life Jacket (gas infla-
tion)
Perfect for leisure saltwater fishing 
(although careful with hooks). They are 
lightweight to wear and comfy. Differ-
ent types of lifejacket and the difference 
between them and buoyancy aids This 
one is rated at 150 Newtons – weight 
must be over 40Kg.

It does have a crotch strap, whistle and 
light but no spray hood (can be fitted). 
These should turn the wearer face up (if 
fitted correctly).

It states “Lifejackets only reduce the 
risk of drowning and is not a lifesaving 
guarantee” “Never wear a Lifejacket 
without adjusting the fit”.
These come in manual or automatic 
types – if you know you may get wet 
then a manual would be better – if you 

are fairly sure you will keep dry than an 
automatic is a better option (some au-
tomatics can be converted into manual 
if you need to enter the water).
They also come in Harness or non-Har-
ness types. This means you can “clip on” 
to the boat - normally only good for 
slower boats.
Cost – from approx. £45

Commercial Lifejackets (gas inflation)
This is the big daddy of lifejackets 
coming in at a whopping 275 Newtons. 
Again, weight must be over 40Kgs.
Whilst these would seem to be the per-
fect solution they don’t come without 
issues, because they are 275N, it means 
the bladder (the part that inflates) is 
quite large, whilst this is good if you are 
in the water it can cause problems try-
ing to get back in the boat. It is a dual 
cylinder so if one fails then the other 
one can be used, but of course adds 
weight to the jacket. This one comes 
with light, whistle and crotch strap 

We run the rule over this vital part of our safety equipment and highlight the 
different types of lifejacket and what is different about buoyancy aids.
Love them or hate them they are there to do a very important job! But as the 
RNLI say (and I endorse) “Useless unless worn” So, there is a simple rule on my 
boat; no lifejacket no coming on board.

LIFEJACKETS
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but no spray hood (can be fitted). This 
device should also ‘right’ the wearer.
Cost – from approx. £240.

A big Favourite – (Spinlock Deckvest) 
(gas inflation)
As I’m on the water a lot I wanted some-
thing very comfortable and reliable 
and without a bulky weight.  This one is 
rated at 150 Newtons. With a minimum 
weight of 50Kgs (I’m about 120Kgs and 
it will easily keep me afloat).
It has 2 thigh straps (far comfier than a 
crotch strap!), whistle, light, spray hood 
and rescue knife. These should right the 
wearer (if fitted correctly).
These are harness type and automat-
ic, however a manual override kit can 
be fitted (I normally carry a manual 
lifejacket if I want to enter the water in a 
controlled manner).
Cost – approx. £160 there is a lite ver-
sion available from £109

Newtons
Newtons is a measurement of force 
taken from Isaac Newton. The average 
person needs only 20-30 newtons of 
buoyancy to float (with or without 
clothes). This may not seem a lot but 
humans are quite buoyant!  They must 
follow various rules to achieve this, so a 
lifejacket is a must. Taking this into ac-
count you can see that a 150N lifejacket 
will be perfect for the average (and over 
average) person.

Maintenance
Buoyancy aids – very little maintenance 
but must be washed after use and dried 
fully or will quickly get mouldy.

Inflatable lifejackets (please remember 
they are not lifejackets unless fully in-
flated) – should be sponged down with 
fresh clean water after use (to remove 
the salt etc) and then dried fully. Period-
ically check the tightness of the bottles.

Checking your lifejacket and buoyancy 
aid
You should carry out the following 
checks annually: automatic inflators 
and lights should be in date and ensure 
the bottle has not been used. These 
should all be visual and recording is 
recommended to remind you when 
rechecks are required.

The bladder also requires checking 
annually.  To do this, open up the 
lifejacket and inflate gently (best to use 
a low-pressure pump but can be orally 

inflated) – then leave for 24 hours to 
make sure they don’t deflate over this 
time. Then pack away carefully – they 
are a life saving device!
Or (as we have to do) send the lifejack-
ets to a service centre and they will test 
and replace anything required then 
pack correctly (packing can be a night-
mare) and issue a certificate to you.

Rearming
When your lifejacket goes off (inflates) 
either on purpose or accidently it will 
need re arming. Depending on your 
planned fishing trip depends if you take 
a spare lifejacket or a re-arming kit.
Re-arming is quite an easy job to do 
(just the packing again!) so it’s maybe 
worth carrying a spare re-arming kit 
with you. There is a good argument to 
get all the same lifejackets on your boat 
and only carry one type of arming kit.

Actuation (inflation) types
Paper/Pill type actuation: These will 
actuate when coming into contact with 
water. So be careful if stored in a wet 
locker or if using in rough sea with a lot 
of water coming onboard!
Hammer type: these are actuated on 
water pressure (hydrostatic) and will 
need to enter the water to a depth of 
approx. 10cm. Therefore, have an ad-
vantage on very wet days. 

Fitting
Lifejackets must be fitted correctly. They 
must be comfortable for the wearer but 
functional. The correct fitting means the 
jacket should be fairly tight – recom-
mended that the wearer can get their 
fist in between the fastener and body. 
Most people wear their lifejackets far 
too loose.  

Summary 
Please don’t get hung up on Newtons 
– 150N is fine in most conditions. If 
you are spending days and days fish-
ing offshore then get a spray hood (or 
if you can afford it)
Buy as best as you can afford with the 
sensible accessories. (never attached 
anything onto the lifejacket that 
shouldn’t be attached).
Never wear a lifejacket under a coat!
Look after your lifejacket and it will 
hopefully look after you.
I have not included floatation suits 
as these are quite specialist and in 
my view not as good as a separate 
Lifejacket.

Bouyancy aid

Inflated jacket

Spinlock

Spinlock Deckvest

Hammar hydrostatic iso security
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01704 807654

www.sharnbrooktackle.com
01858467081

For all your tackle needs

The Stealth 65s reel is 300 gms 
and made from the lightest 
strongest material in the 
world. 

The reel runs on a grade 5 
Titanium spindle with a CNC 
machined stainless steel 
friction tube making it almost 
indestructible.

 The Titanium handle screws 
are attached to a Carbon Fibre 
CNC machined handle plate, 
super light and super strong.

The drag wheel is made from 
the same super strong light 
material as the rest of the reel. 

The drag wheel compresses a 
pile of laser cut stainless steel clutch washers interleaved with Carbontex washers to 
give ultra-smooth and powerful drag action. Match this reel with a lightweight rod 
and you will have the comfort of a powerful light outfit to catch and handle large fish.

Alvey 65 
Stealth Reel
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For all your tackle needs

Bait Carriers are useful gadgets for more ef-
fective bait presentation, and hook up rates. 

Most anglers building baits on a hook will 
build the bait on the shank of the hook, 
ending up with the hook sitting on the 
bottom part of the bait.This means the bait 
can move down the hook and mask the hook 
point resulting in missed hook-ups.

You can prepare baits in advance and keep 
them chilled (or frozen) and ready for the 
next session.   

It is recommended that you use only circle 
hooks as this type of hook will allow you to 
return fish safely to the water with virtually 
no injury to the fish.  Bait Carrier Kits come 
with 4 Bait Carriers, a 6/0 Circle Hook & a 
small pack of rubber stops. 

You can find out more by viewing a video from Kingfisher 
Tackle  on our website.

The Bait Carrier  comes with 4 Pack+6/0 Hook & Rubber Stops

BAIT CARRIERS
NEW! From Sharnbrook Tackle
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Skinless
Using the bait spoon is pretty simple. In 
the example shown here fresh mackerel 
is the bait. This has been cut in a very 
standard way with the fillet removed 
and cut down into smaller sections. 
However, to highlight the additional ad-
vantage bait spoons give you with soft 
and delicate baits, the skin has been 
removed  from the mackerel so that the 
hook is being baited with flesh alone. 
Mounting the bait on the hook in an 
effective manner would be a difficult
enough task without the spoon, while 
to lash it in place with bait elastic would 
take care in the extreme, not to men-
tion a lot of time. Not so with a bait 
spoon.

Be Prepared
By pre-cutting a number of baits, they 
can all be pre-whipped using the spoon 
and stored ready for use in a bait tray. 
This will not only result in better pres-
entation but will also greatly improve 
the speed of your fishing as there will 
be far less downtime while baiting up. 

If you intend to leave some of the bait 
below the hook, it may well be bene-
ficial to only whip elastic around the 
portion that will be on the hook to 
preserve the action of the bait.  Alterna-
tively, in the case of baits like the afore-
mentioned kipper, encasing the whole 
bait in elastic will result in bait far more 
robust and resistant to fish tearing into 
it without getting hooked. I hope this 
gives you some ideas regarding bait 
presentation. 

Give it a try and I am sure you won’t 
regret it and it might give you the edge.

THE BAIT 
SPOON

1. Taking the spoon lay the bait in the 
hollow side of the spoon. The amount 
of bait is up to you but obviously will be 
limited by the size of the spoon.

2. Taking some good quality, soft and 
stretchy bait elastic, wrap the mackerel 
entirely, “cocooning” it to the spoon. 
There is no need to wrap with excessive 
force. 

3. Continue wrapping until the bait is 
entirely supported. 

4. The mackerel bait, along with its 
supporting network of elastic must 
now be removed from the spoon. This is 
why the spoon’s blade has been made 
tapered, to facilitate the bait sliding on 
smoothly. 

If, as in this case, the bait is soft, after 
getting it o   the spoon it will contract 
and get smaller due to the pressure of 
the elastic. You will need to get used to 
this and adjust the size of your baits to 
allow for this. 

5. The bait can now be slid onto a suita-
ble hook, in much the same way a worm 
is threaded onto a hook. The resulting 
bait is tough enough to withstand cast-
ing and tidal pressure and the quality of 
presentation is hard to beat. 

In this case we’ve used only mackerel 
but there would be nothing to stop you 
laying additional bait into the spoon 
to make cocktail baits. Baits that would 
otherwise be considered too soft to 
use effectively, such as smoked kipper 
or old, past their best, lugworm can be 
efficiently mounted using a bait spoon.

That underused item in our tackle boxes – the bait spoon is a 
very important way of making sure bait is presented in a way 
to attract fish.
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For all your tackle needs

The Stealth 65s reel is 300 gms 
and made from the lightest 
strongest material in the 
world. 

The reel runs on a grade 5 
Titanium spindle with a CNC 
machined stainless steel 
friction tube making it almost 
indestructible.

 The Titanium handle screws 
are attached to a Carbon Fibre 
CNC machined handle plate, 
super light and super strong.

The drag wheel is made from 
the same super strong light 
material as the rest of the reel. 

The drag wheel compresses a 
pile of laser cut stainless steel clutch washers interleaved with Carbontex washers to 
give ultra-smooth and powerful drag action. Match this reel with a lightweight rod 
and you will have the comfort of a powerful light outfit to catch and handle large fish.
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build the bait on the shank of the hook, 
ending up with the hook sitting on the 
bottom part of the bait.This means the bait 
can move down the hook and mask the hook 
point resulting in missed hook-ups.

You can prepare baits in advance and keep 
them chilled (or frozen) and ready for the 
next session.   

It is recommended that you use only circle 
hooks as this type of hook will allow you to 
return fish safely to the water with virtually 
no injury to the fish.  Bait Carrier Kits come 
with 4 Bait Carriers, a 6/0 Circle Hook & a 
small pack of rubber stops. 

You can find out more by viewing a video from Kingfisher 
Tackle  on our website.
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For all your tackle needs

The CRANKA Crab is a unique lure design that incorporates more than 10 years of research, 
design and development. The CRANKA Crab, (Treble Hook Model 65mm) is 9.5 grams or 0.335 
ounces in weight and is a unique Hard/Soft Hybrid Crab lure design. It measures 65mm or 2.56 
inches across its soft legs and 24mm or approximatley 1’ across the shell. 

The lure was originally designed to target bream and has also proven to be highly effective on 
a wide variety of fish species the world over.
• Bouyant foam claws
• Realistic tough and durable soft 

plastic legs.
• Solid base belly plate weight that 

ensures it always lands upright 
• Through wire design that keeps 

you securely connected direct to 
the fish.

• High quality razor sharp and 
strong Japanese treble hooks

• 65mm across the legs
• 24mm Shell width 
• 9.5grams

CRANKA CRABS
NEW! From Sharnbrook Tackle

Three sizes 
50mm (3.9gr)  £16.50  50mm (5.9gr) £17.00  65mm for £18.00.

Four natural crab Colours: Brown Crab, Olive Crab, S and Crab Spotted Crab.
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INVISA SWIVELS 
A new type of swivel has come to our attention. Its described as “crystal 
clear” because its transparent and made of plastic. This makes it all but 
invisible in water. The swivel is neutrally buoyant, indestructable and 
because it’s non metallic its non-corrosive.  Another feature of the 
InvisaSwivel is its ability to self lubricate. The material they are made 
from actually promotes the free spinning action. These swivels will 
protect your guides from nicks by gliding softly through causing no 
damage unlike a metal swivel. No more guides cutting your line!

A conventional swivel can only be bent 3-4 times before they 
break. InvisaSwivels can be bent hundreds of times and show no signs 
of fatigue, continue to swivel and bend right back. Corrosion plays a huge part in metal 
swivel failure

Features: Invisible in Water - Self Lubricating - Slow Sinking
Flexible Durability - Corrosion Proof - Protects your Guides
£4.75 each
You can get these form www.sharnbrooktackle.com

The B8M8 bait tool has been designed to assist in the preparation of delicate or messy baits that would otherwise be difficult 
to handle. Manufactured from quality stainless steel, the ‘Match’ version measures 190mm and the specimen version measures 
215mm in total length. 

Using either tool will ensure that your baits are consistently prepared 
which can be especially useful in a match fishing situation. Suitable 
for use with any sea fishing baits including bluey, mackerel, herring, 
squid, razor, mussel, crab, cart and more, they are also great for using 
bait additives. If you’re looking to enhance your bait presentation and 
ensure more positive hook ups, the B8M8 could be a useful addition 
to your armoury.

The new slimline competition model is perfect for sandeels or 
small cocktail baits.

£7.99 each
From www.veals.co.uk 

B8 M8 Sea Fishing Bait Tool
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Holy Mackerel! Blue Bluey Bait At-
tractant - 120ml

Packed full of omega 3 and fatty acid feed stimulants. It produces an extra 
strong scent and slick which send fish into a feeding frenzy. It is perfect for 
adding extra scent to your baits and you can either allow the bait to soak 
in it or you can inject it directly into the bait. It is bottled in Ireland and 
made from fish sourced in the North Atlantic.
Sold in handy 120ml bottles with a secure screw lid which features a quick 
open top allowing accurate application of the attractant.

*Caution - This product contains an aquatic friendly blue dye which can cause staining of skin 
and other materials with which it comes into contact.

100% unrefined pure fish oil - Made from fish sourced in the North Atlantic 
- Adds extra scent and attraction to your baits-  Baits can be either marinat-
ed or directly injected - PVA Friendly.

£5.99 per  bottle 

from www.veals.co.uk

The Sea Grip Offshore Glove is the ultimate in protection for your 
hands. It features an extended 3-ply SuperFabric fingertip wrap-
around plus a generous area of 4-ply SuperFabric protection on the 
palms.

Whether you’re leadering a thousand-pound marlin, grabbing a 
toothy fish at boat side or filleting a pile of fish, this multiple layer 
protection is extremely resistant to punctures and cuts, yet flexible 
for excellent dexterity.  The outer layer makes gripping slippery fish a 
snap and provides protection when leadering large game fish to the 
boat - even with wire leaders! These are the best protective gloves 
available anywhere and they are a SeaGrip exclusive.

Hi-Seas Sea Grip Superfabric Fishing Glove Features: Extra long cuff 
extends up to the wrist for added comfort and protection. 4-ply Su-
perFabric on the palm offers superior protection against the sharpest 
objects and maximum grip for wire and mono leaders. Wrap-around 
4-ply section covers on outer edge and side of hands. 3-ply Super-
Fabric on the fingers is the perfect combination of protection and 
dexterity.

£69.99 from www.rokmax.com

The Sea grip Offshore Glove
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UK CHarter BOat
A COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF CHARTER BOATS ACROSS THE UK 

Cornwall
Port Boat Name Skipper Telephone Website email

Falmouth Anglo Dawn  Andy Howell 07779 728966   wwwww anglodawn.co.uk  info@anglodawn.co.uk 

Falmouth Deni Mai Craig Hall 07900312326 www.blackmoonsportfishing.co.uk bookings@blackmoonsportfish-
ing.co.uk

Hayle San Pablo 111 Dougie Wright 07974 409567 www.divewright.com divewright@btinternet.com

Looe Mystique II Dave Bond 07900472252 www.deepsea.co.uk mystiquebond@aol.com

Looe Sowena Dan Margetts 07738057115 www.sowenafishing.com danielmargetts@hotmail.com

Looe Swallow II Murray Collings 07831 616316 murraylooe@icloud.com.

Mevagissey Bessie Vee II Bernard Hunkin 01726 871074 www.bessievee.co.uk bessievee@aol.com

Mevagissey Aquila Chris Gill 07738 051010 www.charterfishing.co.uk info@charterfishing.co.uk

Newquay Mystique Wayne Row 07974 021796 www.fishnewquay.co.uk wayne@fishnewquay.co.uk

Penzance Celtic Fox Mark Johns 07971 281888 www.penzanceboatfishing.co.uk celticfox@btconnect.com

St Ives Bluefin Charters Sam Narbett 07824166224 www.stivesfishingtrips.co.uk samnarbett@icloud.com

Devon
Brixham Kellys Hero Dave Saunders 07970 642354 kellysherocharters.com kellyshero@btopenworld.com

Exmouth Tiger Charters  07836 792626 https://www.tigercharters.co.uk

Exmouth Exe Fishing 07928 273421 www.exefishing.co.uk

Ilfracombe Bluefin Charters John Barbeary 07968 419897 https://www.bluefincharters.co.uk jbarbeary@gmail.com

Paignton Our Joe L ShauN pedley 07876 623054  www.ourjoe-l.co.uk shaun@ourjoe-l.co.uk

Plymouth Sea Angler II Malcolm Jones 07977 097 690  http://seaanglerii.co.uk  info@seaanglerii.co.uk

Plymouth Mirage Char-
ters 07969 100796 https://www.miragecharters.co.uk

Plymouth Crusader Kevin Lavis 07841678297 fortunephotos@hotmail.co.uk

Plymouth Fortuna Mark Jury 07939 273388 www.fortunacharters.com mark@fortunacharters.com

Plymouth Size Matters Kevin McKie 07890 428630 fishsizemattets@yahoo.co.uk

Torquay Silvor Halo Matt Forrester 07970 176604 www.silverhalocharters.co.uk/about/ info@silverhalocharters.co.uk

Dorset
Lyme Regis Amaretto IV Steve Sweet 07836 591084 www.amarettosportfishing.co.uk amarettofsh@aol.com

Lyme Regis Lyme Bay 
Charters Lewis Hodder 07519 160020 www.lymebaycharters.com lewis.hodder@hotmail.co.uk

Lyme Regis Neptune Steve Postles 07717752544 steve.jurassic@yahoo.co.uk

Poole Danny boy 2 Terry Allen 07973 561518 terry@allen640.fsnet.co.uk

Poole Mistress Linda Philip Higgins 07860 794183 www.mistresslindacharters.com philip.higgins@virginmedia.com

Poole Ocean Runner Ryan Jones 07732302651 www.oceanrunnerfishing.co.uk

Poole Trueblue Steve Porter 07967 598669  www.atlanticbluefin.co.uk steve@truebluefishing.co.uk

Poole Picary Matt 07775756269 www.piscary.co.uk
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Not Listed? Get in touch by emailing editor@saltwaterboatangling.co.uk and make sure your boat is listed. 

DIRECTORY
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Essex
Bradwell On Sea Chinook 3 Phil White 07786 080771 www.philwhitecharters.co.uk philwhite31@aol.com

Southend Marlin Ray Martin 07788275110

Wallasea Islan Dawn TIDE II  
CHART Mark Peters (0)7523488290 www.dawntidecharterfishing.co.uk/ dawntidecharters@icloud.com

Brighlingsea Sophie Lea 
Sport Fishing Lee Bolingbroke 07774 492856 www.sophieleacharters.co.uk

Hampshire
Gosport Doin the Do Dave Stenson 0752793444 https://www.charterboats-uk.co.uk/

dointhedo/ 

Gosport Ray Maclaren 
Charter Fishing  Ray McLaren 0770 341 8886 https://raymclarencharterfishing.com

Hayling Island MALAKI Barry Handley 07771 538244 www.deepsea.co.uk/england/south-
east/hayling-island/malaki/ bfhmalaki@aol.com

Hayling Island Valkyrie 
Charter Glen Cairns (0)7832878669 http://www.valkyriecharters.co.uk

Hayling Island Kelley's Hero III Bex Florence 07956 012481 www.kelleys-hero.com

Keyhaven Reel Easy Kevin Williams 07712 645549 www.reeleasycharters.co.uk fixitkevin@aol.com

Hayling Island Smoothound 
Charters Jim Anderson (0)79541920344 www.smoothoundcharters.com amdersonjim@hotmail.com

Langstone 
Harbour Moonshine Pete Churchill 07889 449667 PASChurchill@ntlworld.com

Langstone 
Harbour Wight Huntress Glen  Cairns  (0)7832878669  Glensih41@aol.com

Langstone 
Harbour Anglers Edge Adam Houghton 07939 961717 adamhoughton@hotmail.co.uk

Langstone 
Harbour Dawn Venture Ray Burnett (0)2392594348

Langstone 
Harbour Predator 2 L New (0)2392618518

Langstone 
Harbour Starfish David Chapman 07974 810865 www.deepsea.co.uk/england/south-

east/langstone-harbour/starfish/ starfish@deepsea.co.uk

Lymington Manta Ray 07966051421 www.katfishcharter.co.uk info@katfishcharters.co

Lymington Great Escape Chris Bray 07813 618829 www.lymingtoncharterfishing.co.uk chris@lymingtoncharterfishing.
co.uk

Lymington SouthxSW Rob Thomson 07725 563562 www.facebook.com/South-x-South-
west-Sportfishing rob@basscharters.co.uk

Dorset
Poole Silver Spray Sam Cumming 07787375386 info@silverspraycharters.co.uk

Portland Fins-up Danel Clarke 07734383440 www.fins-up.co.uk finsupfishing@hotmail.com

Weymouth Amarissa Keith Brown 07976520607 www.amarisaweymouth.co.uk

Weymouth Aries 3 Steve West 07713254824

Weymouth Al’s Spirit Adrian Brown 07976 522184 www.deepsea.co.uk/england ambrown65@btinternet.com

Weymouth Atlanta Dave Pitman 07721320352 www.atlantafishing.co.uk atlantafishing@outlook.com

Weymouth Meerkat Ryan Casey 07776182782 www.meekatcharters.co.uk

Weymouth Fish-On John Simmonds 07554434338

Weymouth Flamer IV Colin Penny 07968972736 www.flamer4fishing.co.uk colinpennyfu2@gmail.com

Weymouth Offshore Rebel Jamie pullin 07860 571615 www.deepsea.co.uk pwhittall@aol.com

Weymouth Sally Ann Jo Colin Baker 07814 301708 www.sallyanncharters.co.uk colinbaker1260@gmail.com

Weymouth Snapper Luke Pettis 07833492948 www.snapperweymouth.com luke@snapperweymoouth.com

Weymouth Spartan Mark Pettis 07391550837

Port Boat Name Skipper Telephone Website email
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Somerset
Minehead Osprey Steve webber 07967362132 www.ospreycharter.co.uk ospreycharters@gmail.com

Minehead Teddie Boy 
Charters

Michael Web-
ber-Griffiths 07894 536672 www.teddieboycharters.co.uk. 

Suffolk
Levington Dawn Raider Garry Wicks 07941 755158 www.dawnraider.com gjw22@live.co.uk

Sussex
Brighton Brigand Char-

ters Steve Green 07572065543 brigandcharters.com

Brighton Brighton Diver Paul Dyer 07901 822375 brightondiver.com paul@brightondiver.com

Brighton Sea Breeze 3 07850 707572 https://seabreeze3.co.uk

Brighton Ocean Warrior 07966 377145 http://www.oceanwarrior3.com/  

Brigthon Grey Viking 07850 171722 https://www.brightoncharterfishing.
co.uk

Brigthon Aqua Vitesse 07768 684199 https://www.aquavitesse.co.uk Email. James@aquavitesse.co.uk

Chichester Flamer2 Mac Mclaughlin 07795 631553 sussexseacharters.co.uk enquiries@sussexseacharters.
co.uk

Chichester Something 
Fishy Adam Shaw 07900086085 www.somethingfishycharters.co.uk info@somethingfishycharters.

co.uk

Chichester Tempus Fugit Dale Ford 07763 469850 tempusfugit seafishing dford5@sky.com

Eastbourne Top Cat Andy Monk 07851 16635 https://www.charterboats-uk.co.uk/
topcatcharters-eastbourne/

Eastbourne Manx Belle John Little 07932 746812 https://www.charterboats-uk.co.uk/
manxbelle/

Not Listed? Get in touch by emailing editor@saltwaterboatangling.co.uk and make sure your boat is listed. 

Kent
Queenborough Dentex II Steve Harris 07827255739 fishingdentexcharters@gmail.

com

Queenborough Hurricane Gareth John 07778 028397 hurricanecharters11@yahoo.com

Ramsgate Bonwey Char-
ters Paul Cumbers 07854322856 bonweycharters@gmail.com

Ramsgate Pace Arrow Paul Foreman 07880940346 paul.r.forman@googlemail.com

Dover Coker Sea 
Fishing Matt Coker 01303 872329  www.cokerseafishing.co.uk cokerseafishingcharters@hot-

mail.co.uk

Dungeness Fair Chance JerryOllier 07979471836 https://www.dungenesscharterfishing.
co.uk

Dungeness Elizabeth Jane Trevor Burney 07896260369

Dungeness Sea Otter Jason Adams 07772708317

Port Boat Name Skipper Telephone Website email
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Hampshire
Lymington White Maiden Les Jones 07585 335783 www.sea-fishing.net ltjones2004@yahoo.co.uk

Lymington Voyager Kevin Duell 07843208597
http://www.charterboats-uk.co.uk/
externallink/?url=www.seafishinginfo.
co.uk

Portsmouth Sea Juicer Rob Hickin 07919 102069 www.sea-juicer.co.uk rob@sea-juicer.co.uk

Norfolk
Great Yarmouth High Flyer Jon Old 07920 043979 eastangliancharters@gmail.com
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Yorkshire and 
North East

Sunderland Sapphire Peter Stubbs 07854819924

Tynemouth JFK II Allan Skinner 07808684358 www.jfk-two.com

Whitby Shy-Torque III Richard Ward 07733 233352 www.shy-torque2000.com richardward384@yahoo.co.uk

Whitby Whitby Fishing 
Trips 07470354403 www.whitbyfishingtrips.co.uk info@whitbyfishingtrips.co.uk

Whitby Mistress Whitby 07977 436903 www.mistress-whitby.co.uk seafishingwhitby@hotmail.co.uk

Scarborough Crusader 
Fishing Richard Wright  07713 039775 http://www.scarboroughfishingtrips.

co.uk crusaderfishingtrips@gmail.com

Bridlington Yorkshire Rose 
Fishing Karl 07732 211209 www.yorkshirerosefishing.co.uk

Hartlepool Famous Dave Lumley 07887516285

Scotland
Tighnabruaich MFV Morag Donald Clark 01700 811538 www.dcmarineboattrips.co.uk donald@dcmarine.co.uk

Eyemouth Bee Cool Will 07585003786 www.beecoolfish.co.uk.  will@beecoolfish.co.uk

Drummore On Yer Marks ian Burrett 07909870300 onyermarks.co.uk ian.burrett@onyermarks.co.uk

Eyemouth Silver Sky Jim Easingwood 07780 823884  www.marinquest.co.uk info@marinequest.co.uk

Eyemouth The Ocenaic Derek Anderson www.aquamarine-charters.co.uk skipper@aquamarine-charters.
co.uk

Eyemouth The Sagittarius Martin  www.aquamarine-charters.co.uk see above

Portpatrick Optimist Dominic 07739231331

Dunstaffnage Blue Fin Roger Eaton 07776 053658 www.blue-fin-charters.co.uk bluefinoban@aol.com

Kyleakin, Skye Spirit of Adven-
ture Nigel Smith 01471 822716 www.the-spirit-of-adventure.co.uk seaprobe@msn.com

Stromness Jean Elaine Andy Cuthbertson 07774 407093 andy@jeanelaine.co.uk

Arbroath  Ultimate 
Predator Alex Smith 07752470621 alex_arbroath@hotmail.com

Arbroath Girl Katherine Jim Smith 07752470621 alex_arbroath@hotmail.com

Northern Ireland
Portrush Predator 

charters Hamish Currie 07720440117 predatorireland.com info@predatorireland.com

Wales
Anglesey Seekat c Jon Shaw 07770 816460 www.angleseyfishing.com jon@angleseyfishing.com

Milford Haven Blue Thunder Will Fenneberg 07789 492228 bluethundercharters.com will@fenneberg.co.uk

Penarth Anchorman5 Dave Bobbett 07974 101888 https://www.charterboats-uk.co.uk/
anchorman5/

Holyhead My Way Gethyn Owen 07971924046 goangling.co.uk infor@ghoangling.co.uk

Pwhelli Size Matters Kevin McKie 07890 428630
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Sussex
Littlehampton Star Fish Char-

ters Clive Hodges 07944 214826 https://www.starfishcharter.co.uk info@starfishcharter.co.uk

Littlehampton Our Joy Vernon & Daniel 
Parker 07850 312068 www.ourjoy.co.uk ourjoyboat@gmail.com

Shoreham She Likes It II Tim Sutlieff  www.sussexfishingdiving.co.uk mark@sussexfishing.co.uk
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TO ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL 020 347 56814

TO ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL 020 347 56814

   Genesis
Rhyl Harbour, North Wales

Fast Evolution 30
MCA CAT 2 - 10 + 2
Toilet
Rod Hire
Free Hot Drinks
Disabled access
Beginners welcomeBeginners welcome

See our website for
availability & prices

07878 591628 www.gms.wales
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See the power of Element at raymarine.co.uk/element
Photo: Orkney

WITH ELEMENT™ AND 
HYPERVISION™ LIFELIKE 
SONAR IMAGING

⊲ BRIGHT AND RUGGED
⊲ SUPERIOR 1.2 MEGAHERTZ HYPERVISION™
⊲ REALVISION™ 3D BUILT-IN
⊲ REALBATHY™ PERSONAL SONAR 

MAPPING
⊲ ALL-IN-ONE CHIRP TRANSDUCER
⊲ FAST QUAD-CORE PROCESSOR

LET’S TURN UP THE 
RESOLUTION
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